Dogs that have distemper when their adult teeth are forming often develop teeth that have defects in the enamel [l, 21. These defects range from small focal depressions to large areas devoid of enamel, often with discrete boundaries. Similar lesions can be caused by any disruptive effect on ameloblasts during tooth formation or by abnormalities in mineralization of enamel.
Developing tooth from puppy with distemper. Cystic degeneration of ameloblastic epithelium. Dentine (D); dental pulp (P). HE.
There was squamous metaplasia with accentuation of intercellular bridges. Syncytial cell formation and large irregular, eosinophilic, intracytoplasmic inclusion bodies were common. Scant lymphocytic infiltration often accompanied these changes ( fig. 2, 3) . Other cellular layers of the developing tooth were not affected. There sometimes was a small amount of enamel matrix, presumably deposited before the disruption of the ameloblastic epithelium.
